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                20th March 2020  
 
 
Dear parents and carers 

As you will have seen in the media and in yesterday’s update schools have now been 
instructed to close to almost all children today (20th March 2020) until further notice. The 
expectation is that children will not be in school. 

The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If 
children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading. 
That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever 
possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need 
to attend. It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational 
establishments remain safe places for children. But the fewer children making the 
journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk 
that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society. 

Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of 
children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the 
Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home. 

The Government has asked schools to stay open for children of critical key workers and 
vulnerable children only. This is not a statutory requirement. It is emergency care only 
and families should be considering their own childcare arrangements even when 
designated as a critical key worker.   

Whilst planning for provision for your children, we do need to consider the health 
and wellbeing of the school staff and their families too.  

The provision that will be put in place will be very different arrangement and will be about 
childcare and not education.  

The school is using the DFE advice about how to prioritise those children who should be 
coming to school. If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of 
the critical sectors and you cannot keep your child safe at home then your children will be 
prioritised for education provision. 

We will be allocating this support to families on a priority basis.  This will include 
vulnerable pupils, families where both parents are key workers or the sole parent is 
a key worker where it is not possible to work from home.  
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Places will be allocated as below: 

 Vulnerable children 

 Key workers in health and social care where both parents or lone parents work in 
this sector 

 Heath and Social care – doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, 
care workers and other frontline staff 

 Education and childcare- school staff, nursery workers and social workers 

 Key public services  

 Local and National government 

 Food and other necessary goods 

 Public safety and national security 

 Transport systems 

 Utilities, communication and financial services 

As the information is hot off the press you will understand that this is a challenging time to 
manage such a huge task with limited staffing and time.  We will notify you as soon as 
possible whether we can provide a place for your child.   

Due to the fluid nature of the situation, the care provided will be reviewed on a week by 
week basis.  

 

Registered Free School Meals 
We will continue to support those families in receipt of registered free school meals by 
offering a cold sandwich meal option for the pupils on a daily basis.  These can be 
collected from the school hall between 11.30 and 12.00.  Please notify the school by 
4.30pm today if you wish to take up this option in order to reduce waste.  

Thank you for your continued support in this challenging time. 

Judith Ward  


