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There has been lots of exciting learning happening in school and at home this week. Well done Race 

Leys! 

 
Reception have been exploring what happens to snow when you bring it inside and they found out a 

larger piece takes longer to melt. They learnt new words to describe the snow. They enjoyed reading 

stories about Lars the Polar Bear by Hans De Beer. Reception have also been exploring numbers, 

matching one to one to find out how many more. 

 

Year 1 have been designing a new kind of dragon, having taken inspiration from MP Robertson’s The Egg. 

Then they learned the words Appearance, Habitat and Diet, and wrote some amazing sentences about their 

new dragons. In Maths, they began to solve calculations using the BAR Method and found patterns in the 

100 square of 10 more and 10 less.  

 

Year 2 have been writing persuasive pieces about buying the sweet house from Hansel and Gretel. Mrs 

Hamer-Hodges showed me some of the writing and I definitely wanted to live there! The children had learnt 

to use interesting sentence openers. Examples included, “You would not believe…” and “You won’t be 

disappointed…” 

 
Louise Duncan 

Covid Updates 

Lateral flow tests 
Staff have started lateral flow testing this week.  

 

The purpose of the LFD tests is to pick up asymptomatic cases- cases where a person does not have 

symptoms. This will help keep our school community safe.  

 

We will obviously notify you as soon as possible of any bubble closure and the procedures to follow. 

If a positive LFD test is given, we will have to close the bubble, inform all close contacts and 

everyone will need to self-isolate until 1) the staff member receives a negative PCR result or 2) the 

current 10 day isolation period ends.  

 

We will notify you as soon as possible (on a Tuesday or Friday morning). We appreciate this may be 

difficult in terms of timing and thank you for your continued support during these difficult times. 

 
 

Face masks 
Please ensure you wear a face mask as you enter the school site. This helps keep our children, 

parents and staff safe. Thank you for your support in this. 

 
 

School Coronavirus Emergency Number – Please note this has changed (this is the new 

permanent number) 



In school hours, please contact the school office on 76312221. After 5pm, please contact the school 

immediately on our Coronavirus Emergency number 07856907850 once you have received a test 

result. This will enable us to put any actions necessary quickly into place. This number can be 

contacted out of school hours.  

If you do have a test, please can you email proof of the outcome to school whether it is positive or 

negative (admin2614@welearn365.com). 

 

Critical Workers 
Our year group critical worker bubbles are full in most year groups. Our priority is keeping our school 

community safe. Please consider whether you can keep your child safely at home e.g. if you are a 2 

parent family and one of you is at home. The government guidance says, ‘Children with at least one 

parent or carer who is a critical worker can go into school if required.’ Please remember that we will 

review all school places on a weekly basis and if we have more children than places, we will have to 

introduce a criteria for spaces. Please support us by keeping your child at home, if you are able. 

 

Oxford Owl 
Reading is such an important part of Race Leys. Remember you can access books on Oxford Owl. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

 

These books are arranged by book band so the children can access books at a level they can read. 

This is an example of an Oxford Owl bookshelf. 

 

 
 

 

Phone calls 
So we can support the children, we will be phoning families every fortnight. If we don’t see the 

children in online lessons, we will phone weekly. Usually this will be from the school number but may 

be from a ‘withheld number’. It is really important we get to speak to each of our families so if you 

miss a call from us, please phone the school number. If we are regularly not able to get in contact 

with a family, we will have to follow our safeguarding procedures and possibly do a home visit. The 

majority of phone calls will take place on the following days: 

Reception- Tuesdays 

Year 1- Wednesdays 

Year 2 – Mondays (please note this has changed) 

 

It is essential that we can contact you or someone you have identified immediately in case of 

emergency.    
 

mailto:admin2614@welearn365.com
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


 

Book Corner 

We love reading at Race Leys Infants. Each week, we will recommend a book. If any children 

would like to write a book review for our newsletter, please email in to 

admin2614@welearn365.com. We would love to hear and share your ideas.  

 
Cuddly Dudley by Jez Alborough 

I love this book. It is written and illustrated by Jez Alborough. I like some of the words 

that are used and the fact that Cuddly Dudley really wants to be on his own. We all like our 

own company sometimes but Cuddly Dudley finally realises that being round others isn’t so 

bad! There’s a great opportunity for everyone to shout “Cuddly” at the end before a big 

surprise! I hope you enjoy it too. 

Mrs Hamer-Hodges 
 

 

Important Diary Dates for the Spring Term 
 

Day Time Activity 

Friday 12th February Bubble times (2.45 or 3.00) Break up for Half term  

Monday 22nd February Times to be arranged Return to school  

Thursday 1st April  Times to be arranged Break up for Easter 

Monday 19th April Times to be arranged 

  

Return after Easter 
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